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November Sidebar 
 

The first snowfall has motivated me to split firewood thus, warming me twice! 
 

There are so many things going on in the life of the congregation and so many 
things I could write about this month; which is the theme of these musings - 
FOCUS!  Recently I read an article of scientific inquiry that challenged the 
idea of our ability to engage in multi-tasking. (Doing multiple tasks at the 
same moment.) The conclusion of the article was that it is impossible for the human brain to 
focus on more than one activity at a time.  (Think about this when driving and talking on 
your cell phone, or texting, or being with others and answering your cell phone.) 
 

Taking this to the spiritual realm; is it possible for our spirit and soul to multi-task?  I am 
mindful of this as we approach our annual Thanksgiving Day and the season of Advent.  
Thanksgiving Day, a day set aside for family and friends and giving thanks to God was first 
proclaimed by Governor William Bradford of the Plymouth Colony in 1621.  It was a reli-
gious day celebrating the recent   harvest.  Thanksgiving Day has morphed in to a day mark-
ing the beginning of the Christmas shopping season - a frenzied time of eating too much, too 
fast and going out to capture all the best bargains of the season.  Not everyone and not every 
family will succumb to the urging of the advertised shortages of the most sought after gifts - 
Limited supply, Limited time offer - Get here first! but many will.  We are led to believe 

manufacturers are suddenly going to grind to a halt their production of the latest, soon to be 
obsolete, device that we simply can t live without. What a disappointment Christmas 
morning will be when we don t provide that prized gift?   
 

This years  Sunday Advent services of worship at our church will be conducted with the in-
tention of our attention.  I encourage each one of you to approach this season of preparation 
with renewed  focus.  Perhaps some families will make a family meal time a time of turning 
off the television or electronic devices and tune in to one another.  Might I suggest a lighting 
of the Advent Candle at the start of each dinner?  (If you haven t used the Advent Wreath in 
the past study the tradition and start it in your home.)  Our modern life is filled with distrac-
tions and other things that demand our attention - schedules for practice, rehearsals, work 
demands, even church activities!  Take this season to be a bit selfish with your time for 
family and reflection on the reason for the season.  Make this year s Advent time a time of a 
spiritual journey and focus on the mystery of God coming as a human being into this world.   
 

May God bless you and your family. 
 

Love, 
 

Dr. J 
 

On Sunday, November 16th the Patrick Bauch Pavilion was re-dedicated following the      
renovation by Katelynn Ramp.  This project was a partial fulfillment of Katelynn's Gold Star 
Award from The Girl Scouts.  Next month s Herald will feature a Spiritual & Pastoral Care 
Corner article written by Katelynn, and a detailed account of her project.  I want to thank 
Katelynn for her work and for all of those who gave their support. 
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Note From Pastor Gary: 

 

 Thanksgiving for many is a time of family gatherings and a meal.  Traditional meals include many differ-

ent types of foods and desserts but there is one staple that is almost always present turkey and streams of brown 

gravy flowing down mounds of snowy white mashed potatoes (my mouth is watering).   

 As we celebrate this national holiday it is good to remember the Pilgrims who more than likely had none 

of what I described above.  More than half of them died of bad weather, hunger, and illness.  But their faith never 

wavered regardless of the hardships they faced in this new land.  They came fleeing from religious persecution 

and with the help of the natives made it through some of the hard times.  I am sure the Pilgrims were thankful for 

the help they received.   

 Though we remember the Pilgrims and Native Americans our celebration with family and friends may 

have never happened without Sarah Hale (1788-1879).  She was the driving force in petitioning President Abra-

ham Lincoln to declare the national holiday.  Hale pushed hard for this holiday because she felt that, “If every 

state would join in Union Thanksgiving on the 24th of this month, would it not be a renewed pledge of love and 

loyalty to the Constitution of the United States?”  It was Sarah’s hope that by joining all the states in this holiday, 

north and south, that the hostilities between them might be stopped.  Of course it did not stop the hostilities.   

Possibly, this holiday has prevented us from the insanity of fighting against ourselves again. 

 There is an invitation to Communion that reads like this, “come and see how good and pleasant it is when 

people live together in peace.”  May we reflect on this invitation and use it to invite people to Christ’s Church so 

that they may see, hear, and enjoy the peace of life’s banquet here at First Congregational Tallmadge United 

Church of Christ. 

 May the Spirit of Thanksgiving be with us, not just on one day, but all the time.  The following prayer         

describes the energizing power of Thanksgiving that connects us with all people everywhere. 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

O God, when I have food, 

Help me to remember the hungry;      

 

When I have work, 

Help me to remember the jobless;  

 

When I have a home, 

Help me to remember those who have no home at all; 

 

When I am without pain, 

Help me to remember those who suffer; 

 

And remembering, help me to destroy my complacency, 

stir up my compassion, and be concerned enough to help 

--by word and deed—those who cry out for what we take for granted.  Amen. 

 
What am I thankful for?  I am thankful for the time I have been here at First Congregational.  It has been a privi-

lege and honor to have served all of you as your Intentional Interim Pastor. 

 

Your partner in the ministry of Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Gary 
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THE MARKS OF A HEALTHY CONGREGATION 

 

           In the New Testament Paul speaks of the church as the living, breathing, working, loving, body of 

Christ Jesus.  “Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 

Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body-whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free-

and we are all given the one Spirit to drink.  Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.  But 

strive for the greater gifts.  And I will show you a still more excellent way…And now faith, hope, and love 

abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love (1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 13:13).”  

 Many folks thanked me for the “Prayer for Autumn Days” by Sr. Joyce Rupp, OSM.  But no one 

thanked me for this page which referred to the number one issue that causes anxiety in a congregation,    

MONEY.  Now if you notice in the box titled “Anxiety, Anyone?!” the next two issues are Type of Worship 

and Issues Involving sex/sexuality.  If a governing board and the pastor want to upset a traditional                 

congregation all they need to do is say, “We are introducing a projection system and contemporary Christian 

music to the worship service.”  If they do not want to go there they can say, “We will introduce a second    

contemporary service” and that will upset the congregation.  However, there are successful congregations 

which have introduced new services and have grown. But if a congregation is not willing to even try some-

thing new how will they ever know if they will grow or not? 

 Sex can preach but sexuality is another ball of wax that can cause a congregation great anxiety.  One of 

the things a Rev. does not mention from the pulpit is sexuality.  If a preacher wants to hear from several 

burned up members this issue will set them off, just ask ole Pastor Gary.  Yet, a healthy congregation will try 

out new things in worship and if sexuality is presented in a positive way, in an inclusive and loving way, there 

will be little or no anxiety.   

 The “body of Christ,” which all of you are a part of, is a living breathing body much like the human 

body.  The congregation are the cells and organs of Christ’s body which interplay with the life giving blood 

circulation. As you know the body is the continuing struggle of balance and imbalance.  If balance fails, there 

is sickness.  Gross imbalance spells death.  So, health is the drive for life, it is what the body does to preserve 

its self.  To stay healthy is how the body responds to challenges and how it adapts to changes.  The same is 

true for the congregation.  Its health is its response. 

 “What responses create health in congregations?  What kind of interactions and relationships happen in 

healthy churches?  What type of functioning advances, rather than impedes, the mission of the church in the 

local congregation?  Health is a multidimensional phenomenon (Healthy Congregations).”                

     

 Here are “The Marks of a Healthy Congregation” as a living system/the living “body of the Christ:” 

In healthy congregations, people share their lives (instead of each living for oneself) 

In healthy congregations, hospitality is offered to all (instead of favoritism for the few or 

like-minded) 

In healthy congregations, beginning again is a way of life (instead of staying stuck) 

First Congregational Tallmadge United Church of Christ is living, not stuck, its hospitality is bar none, 

and her congregation must continue to be a people who share their lives with Christ’s Church and each other in 

order to stay healthy.  God has blessed you as a congregation and will continue to bless you to be a light in her 

community, county, state, country, and world.  

One of many Caretakers, 

Pastor Gary 
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE        

                                    OCTOBER 26, 2014 

On April 29, 2014, the leadership team of First Congregational Church of Tallmadge and Senior Pastor Rev. Dr. 
John Schluep entrusted the Associate Pastor Search Committee with the responsibility of selecting a candi-
date as Associate Pastor for your approval.  The committee met for the initial meeting on May 21, 2014.  
Since that date the Search Committee spent over 50 hours in selecting an Intentional Interim Associate      
Pastor, completing the church profile, reading 19 ministerial profiles. We read, listened and viewed candidate 
sermons and church leadership and conducted interviews.  Our task was to select the candidate that best  
defined what God was calling the church to do and become, as well as fulfill the expectations of your (the 
congregation) responses to the survey.  The Church Mission Statement, the Church Vision and the Church 
Core Values and  Principles guided us in our deliberations.  Every meeting began and ended in prayer, that we 
would feel the presence of Christ and the Holy Spirit.  After these many hours of discernment, through      
prayer, guidance of the Holy Spirit and mutual consensus, we are pleased to name the Reverend Sarah Diane 
Courtney as our candidate for Associate Pastor. 

 Rev. Courtney was born in Whitman Massachusetts, about 24 miles south of Boston, near Quincy.  She   
graduated from Whitman-Hanson Regional High School in 2002. She received a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 
with a Minor in Biblical Studies from Gordon College in Wenham, Mass, in 2006 and a Master of Divinity from 
Eden Theological Seminary located in Webster Groves, Missouri in 2010. Pastor Sarah has also completed 
Clinical Pastoral Education Training at John Cochran VA Hospital in St. Louis, MO., and has attended St. Louis 
University Summer Geriatrics Institute.  Pastor Sarah has also served as an intern in the Family Support     
Center at Hanscom  Air Force Base. 

Rev. Courtney was raised in the United Church of Christ.  She was ordained on April 29, 2012.  She comes to 
us from First    Congregational Church in South Windsor, Connecticut, where she has served as the sole      
pastor.  She sat on the board of the Hartford East Committee of Church and Ministry and the South Windsor 
Interfaith Clergy.  The committee was very impressed with Sarah’s Christian maturity, personal strength and 
experience in Youth Ministry Christian Education Pastoral Care,  Preaching, Worship and Missions.  She       
listened, processed and responded thoughtfully during the interview session. Pastor Sarah stated in her    
Ministry Essay that  “I have a passion for working with people, helping them in their challenging times, and 
always showing Christ’s love and acceptance.  I have enthusiasm for youth and young adult ministry. I have a 
passion for fostering a love of God and faith in children, that people of all ages will know the everlasting love 
of God.  I pray that my ministry reaches and reminds us that we are not alone.”   Pastor Sarah’s engaging 
smile and warm personality will brighten any day.  The committee believes her to be the most qualified to 
provide effective ministry to our congregation. 

Sarah is married to the Rev. Andrew Courtney.  She enjoys hiking, camping, biking, crafts and tea parties.  She 
is currently a Red Sox fan; we will have to work at making her fan of all things Ohio. 

As the candidate for Associate Pastor, Sarah will be introduced to the staff during the first week of November. 
Sarah will also spend some time with both the Middle School and Senior High Youth.   

Church Board members and Executive Council will have the opportunity to meet Rev. Courtney at a reception 
prior to the Executive Council Meeting on November 11th. 

(continued on pg. 5) 
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Middle School Fellowship  
 

Nov. 20 6-7:15 PM Church fellowship, You can do it! 
Nov. 27 NO FELLOWSHIP because of Thanksgiving 
Dec. 4 Fellowship, 6-7:15 PM 
Dec. 11 Fellowship, 6-7:15 PM, Christmas Party.  
Jan. 8 Fellowship, 6-7:15 PM. 

 

Middle School Christmas Party 
 

Middle School Fellowship will have a Christmas Party on December 11.  Please bring a $5 gift 
for a gift  exchange and a drink or snack to share.  Don’t forget to wear something with        
Christmas cheer.  This will be our normal time 6-7:15 PM. 

 

High School Fellowship 
 

Sunday, December 7, the High School Fellowship and Confirmation families will host a potluck 
lunch to meet Pastor Sarah Courtney at 11:15 AM.  We will gather in the Fellowship Hall and 
have a feast together.  Please sign up in the Atrium on the Welcome Center with the number of 
people attending and the food you will bring with you. 
 

Sunday, December 14, is lunch bunch during the Christmas Choir Concert in the Fellowship 

Hall at 11:15 AM.  We can all sit together for lunch and the concert too.  

 

 

YOUTH  ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

On Sunday, November 23, 2014, we will have the opportunity to worship with Rev. Courtney as she preaches 
the sermon and serves as worship leader.  Following the 10 o’clock worship service, a Special Congregational 
Meeting will be held for the purpose of voting to extend the call to Rev. Courtney as Associate Pastor.  I urge 
you to attend both the worship service and meeting to share and celebrate in this important decision.  After a 
call is affirmative and the agreement signed, Rev. Courtney would join our church family on December 1, 2014. 

The committee recognizes Rev. Gary Friend who joined us in covenantal agreement to serve as Intentional In-
terim Associate Pastor.  Gary you have become part of this church family and a blessing. We will be sad when 
your time with us in this role ends.  However, know that once you become part of this family, you are always 
part of this family and welcome here. 

My grateful thanks to the following dedicated, thoughtful and faithful committee members who were ever 
mindful of the needs and wishes of this congregation:  Larry Bagnoli, Jim Bish, Jim Caplinger, Mark Jackson, 
Happy Kenepp, Tom Kester, Vivian McNenny, Gary Myers, George Nehrenz, Katelyn Ramp, Sarah Schafer, 
Melissa Scherer, Sarah Speicher and Rev. Dr. John Schluep. A special thanks to Susan Schunk who served as 
secretary.  I am so appreciative for her meticulous and detailed minutes. The search for our Associate Pastor 
has been both a fulfilling and spiritual journey for the committee.  We thank the congregation for your          
patience and prayerful support. 

Yours in Christ, 

Sandy Farabee 

Continued from pg. 4... 
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A JOY OF CHRISTMAS CONCERT! – DECEMBER 14, 2014 

A festive concert of Christmas music will be given on December 14, 2014 at the First    
Congregational Church of Tallmadge.  Groups of all ages will perform including choirs and 
bell choirs.  Come join us to celebrate the holiday season and sing some of your   favorite 
carols as part of the concert!  There is no admission charge.  A light lunch will be served in 
the Fellowship Hall immediately following the 10:00 a.m. service, followed by the concert 
in the sanctuary.  The cost of the luncheon is $5 per person and $15 for an immediate 
family.    We hope to raise enough money to donate to the discretionary fund of the 
church.  Please plan to attend and enjoy our musical gift to the congregation . 

Christmas Pageant, It all Happened in the Country 
On Sunday, December 21 at 11:00 AM we invite you to a  Country Theater.  Come enjoy BBQ 
pork sandwiches, bake beans or macaroni and cheese and coleslaw as the children share the 
pageant with you.  We have 20 actors and many more choir members so it will be a great 
show.  Please let us know you are coming by making a     reservation.  You can fill out the form  
below or sign up at the Welcome Center. 
______________________________________________________ 
We will be coming to the Christmas Pageant 
 
Name ___________________________ Number of adults _________________ 
 
Number of children in the pageant _________________ 
 
Number of children not in the pageant ______________ 

 

Breakfast with Santa: December 6     

All 480 tickets are taken! 

Spaghetti Luncheon and Silent Auction 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

We always aspire to top our last event and this past Sunday is going to be hard to beat.  Your support was 
over-whelming...donating auction items, buying lunch tickets, bidding on the auction and more important-
ly coming out and enjoying yourselves.  The entertainment was great, WNI ladies did a fabulous job in   
preparing the food, the servers were wonderful, the cashiers were very efficient in check-out, and a special 
thanks to Jack McKee for a great job with the oral auction.  Now for the results - the entire event proceeds 
came to $14,595.  Thanks to everyone who had a part in this wonderful day.      Jane Huffman 
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Christmas Pageant Practice 
 
Nov. 20 Speaking parts @ 5-6 PM 
Nov. 23 Choir practice @ 10- 10:30 AM 
Nov. 24 Speaking parts @ 6-7 PM 
Nov. 30 Choir practice @ 10-10:30 AM 
Dec. 4 Speaking parts @ 5-6:30 PM 
Dec. 7 Choir practice @ 10-11 AM 
Dec. 11 All children; speaking, actors, choir @ 5-6:30 PM 
Dec. 14 Choir practice @ 10-11 AM 
Dec. 18 All children; speaking, actors, choir @ 5-6:30 PM 
Dec. 20 DRESS REHEARSAL- everyone 9:30- 11:30 AM 
Dec. 21 SHOW TIME, be here by 10 AM. 

 

 

 

Faith and Family: Christmas Caroling  

Do you have young children?  Do you want to gather with other families in the church?  
We began our Family Ministry this fall and we invite you to join us. Our December event 
will be Christmas Caroling and a bonfire on December 14 at 6:00 PM.  Please sign up 
on the Welcome Center.  This is a great outreach for the community and it is much better 
when we have many people.   

 “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit.”  John 15:5 

 
 
 
 
Tables and Chairs  

In preparation for recent events we discovered that we are missing 7 tables and 20 chairs.  If you 
have any of these items please return them to the church as soon as possible.                                     
Thank you in advance, The Trustees 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Project:  Recycling Aluminum Cans  

Trustee Mark Clark has begun an easy fundraiser to raise money to replace the             
thirty-year old, leaking flat roof.  Everyone in the church can participate in this fundraiser.  
He has spoken to Sunday school and confirmation classes’ youth, asking them to bring 
aluminum cans to their classrooms; he will pick up the cans and take them to be recycled.  
Adults may put aluminum items in the red collection cans by the garage.  Aluminum is 
found in soda and adult beverage cans, pie plates, clean foil and even gutters – anything 
that is aluminum.  This will be a long-term fundraiser; every can and every dollar helps!  
Thank you so much.     Trustees 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

NEWS FROM FAMILY PROMISE 
We are in the middle of our week at Northwest with our guests from Family Promise.  Our wonderful 
volunteers for the week are:  Roger/Sue Lyons, Dennis/Chris Thompson, Ken Caldwell, Janet 
McCauley, JoAnn Wyler, Marilyn Wade, Dave Marlow, Jo Berry, Scott Kemph, Diane/Maddie          
Galloway, Tim Burns, and Jim/Betty Cottrill.  We are so blessed by having some new volunteers 
which we really appreciate.   Thanks to everyone. 

Fundraiser - Bob Evans - November 20 and December 18th, the flyers will be on the table in the    
Atrium and on the Welcome Center.   Thanks to all for supporting Family Promise. 

Betty Cottrill - 330-923-8517. 

BOARD OF SOCIAL ACTION AND MISSIONS MINISTRY KEEPS YOU INFORMED... 
 Sunday, November 9th, the Social Action and Missions members were available to explain opportunities for   
volunteering throughout the Tallmadge and Akron area.  Just a few hours of your time helping others can be 
a very rewarding experience.  If you did not get a chance to sign up for these worthwhile programs, it is not 
too late.  If you are interested in volunteering for:  

Blood Mobile contact Vivian McNenny – 330-688-0148 

African Sky contact Susan Schunk – sschunk555@gmail.com 

Miller Ave Teen Center or Lunch On Us contact Ronda Read – 330-633-8586 

Family Promise contact Betty Cottrill – james.cottrill@att.net 

Faithful Servants contact Mindy Hill – mhill1@neo.rr.com 

Relay For Life (May 16, 2015) contact Mike Carter -  mdc1589@aol.com 

Starlight Room contact Gayle Kerscher -  gayle.kerscher@gmail.com 

The next shipping date for care packages to our military is scheduled for the last Sunday in November 
(11/30/14).  We'll be collecting donations of home baked cookies.  Please bring your cookies secured in 
plastic ware for easy packing.   If you would like to volunteer to read names in our 10 am service on 
that date OR have updates for our military reading list, please email Ann Carter at 
dcarter674ster@gmail.com.  Thank you for supporting this ministry. 

 

Yarning for Peace will meet on Monday, Dec. 8 at 7:00 PM in the David Bacon Room.  Come 
and get acquainted with the group and the work we do for the Prayer Shawl Ministry.  Hopefully it 
will be your New Years resolution to learn or renew your needlework skills and join us.  We are a 
small but dedicated group providing a tangible comfort to someone    having surgery or a difficult 
time in their life.  If knitting/crocheting isn't your thing, then you can still contribute to this minis-
try with a gift card from JoAnn Fabrics or Michael's allowing us to purchase yarn for the shawls. 

Congregators luncheon is on December 2nd at noon at the Hartville Kitchen. If you have any   

questions or haven’t been contacted, please call Carolyn Villers at 330-633-8180. 

x-apple-data-detectors://2
mailto:dcarter674ster@gmail.com
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            Women’s Fellowship Christmas Lunch. 

Who:  Everyone is welcome; both men and women. 

When:  Wednesday, December 10th at 12 Noon. 

Where:  ON TAP in Stow 

Sign up sheet in the Atrium through December 7th. 

Or call Donna Marlow @ 330-916-8456 

WNI Christmas Program          December 1, 2014 at 6:30 P.M. 
 

Mark your calendar and plan to start off the holiday season by getting into the 

Christmas spirit! 
 

WNI is hosting an evening with great food and lots of fun.  We will begin with a sumptuous buffet of 

appetizers and desserts.   (Please bring enough to serve 10-12 people.)  
 

If your last name begins with A-I, please bring a dessert.   

            J-Z, please bring an appetizer.  

The church kitchen provides all serving utensils. 

 After we indulge ourselves, we will be playing a variety of Christmas games - 

"Christmas Bingo," "Read My Mind," etc. and there WILL be prizes.  Lastly, a panel of "experienced"    

judges will be choosing the winner of the Ugly Sweater Contest, so let your imagination take wing and 

come wearing your ugliest creation!   

Please sign up for the event at our table in the Atrium beginning Nov.23.  See you there! 

Questions?  Contact Susan Schunk at 330-633-6254. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Helpful  Hints for Holiday Hurts 

These sessions are designed for adults who have experienced the death of a loved one.  Ideas 

and materials for encouragement and support during the holidays will be provided. 

Led by:  Lou—Ann Redmon, Founding Director & Bereavement Facilitator 

 And Christine Reinhard, Program Director & Certified Grief Recovery Specialist 

 

Christmas Hints:  Tuesday, December 2, 2014 from 7 pm—9 pm 

To be held at Faith Fellowship Baptist Church Auditorium 

    4872 Darrow Road, Stow. 

 

Reservations are not required, but appreciated, in planning materials and refreshments.    

Please RSVP by calling 330-686-1750 or email @ griefcareplace@att.net. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

All God’s Children – December 2 , 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

A caring group for families and friendships with people who are gay, lesbian, transgender, and       

bisexual (GLBT) within our congregation.  We meet in the Heritage Room every month on the 1st 

Tuesday. 

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group       

                                  Caregiver Support Group 

                          Tuesday, November 25th, at 11:00 A.M. 

”The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caregiver Support Groups are designed to provide emotional, educational and 

social support for caregivers through regularly scheduled meetings.  They help participants develop methods 

and skills to solve problems.  The groups encourage  caregivers to maintain their own personal, physical and 

emotional health, as well as optimally care for the person with dementia.”                            

Stephen Ministry Update 

Robert Crosby writes: We know from reading the Bible that God can make      
something out of nothing. He made the Heavens and the earth by the power of His 
words. What about you?  What do you have in your hands?  What has God given 
you to use for His glory?  Give it back to Him. Present it to Him intentionally. Place 
it in His hands even now and you will no longer just have a possession. You will 
have a ministry. You may say, “But I don’t think I have anything that can be used 
for a ministry.”  Are you sure?  Consider this: 

Do you have a house? God wants to make it a place of ministry by filling it with people in need of 
hospitality. 

Do you have a spouse? God wants to make you a powerful partnership of prayer. 

Do you have feet?  God wants to lead you to places where you can share His love with others. 

Do you have ears?  God wants to touch lives, to embrace the lonely and serve needs through those 
ears. 

Are you a talented listener?  God wants to bless people through your listening. 

Do you have a skill of compassion?  God wants to enrich lives and His Church with it. 

The possessions and talents you have are what God has given you to show others what you have in 
your heart - the love of God.  When we use our time, talents, gifts, skills, and interests to serve     
others, God has a way of multiplying the impact and influence of these things many times over. If 
you need someone to listen to you, call Sharon Letzler (330) 699-9794. 

We are starting to train a new Stephen Minister, if you would like to take advantage of the training 
for your personal life, contact Ron Mitchell (330) 633-4055. 
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The Prayer Chain Connection.   
There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individual’s concerns 
and celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and    
placing it in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may 
wish to call  Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE REMEMBER IN  PRAYER 
Marian Belisle 
Carol Carter 
Lillian Cochran 
Dick & Jean DeWitt 
Rev. John Forest (son in law of Michael & Crickett West) 
Herb & Jean Freyman 
Deanna Getowski 
Jim Kelly 
John King 
Dolores Koneval 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
John Moats 
Kathy Nehrenz (George & Roberta’s daughter in-law) 
Cecil Nelson 
Linda Nickoson 
Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Bill Peverall 
Gary Rambler  

Chad Rhoades 
Betty Schoffman 
Janet Scoville 
Jay Showalter 
Rick Shumacher 
Teresa Snyder 
Michael Sullivan  
Janet & Russ Terrell 
Ruth Velka  (Stephanie Joyner’s Grandmother) 
Betty Vestal 
Steve Wood 
Jim Woodling 
Rita Wray 
Olive Yohey 
John Zreny (son in law of John & Wanda Strott) 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regiment [Ohio Nat’l Guard] 
Alzheimer’s Care Giver Support Group 
Christian Education 
 
 

Condolences: 
 

 Deepest sympathy Ken and Diana Caldwell and family on the death of Ken’s mother, Emily Caldwell. 
 
Our deepest sympathy to Jim & Carolyn Mackey and family on the loss of Jim’s sister, Ann Mackey Koch, in 
Virginia, on October 28, 2014.   
 
Sincere sympathy to Mary Herholz and family  on the loss  of her mother, Helen.  Helen Kuethe passed away 
on October 31, 2014.  A graveside service was held on November 4, at Chestnut Hill Memorial park.  The Rev. 
Dr. John Schluep officiated. 
 

Our sympathy to Norma Bryant and family on the loss of Norma’s  brother Lee  Hoffmaster.  Lee resided in 

Florida  

  Our sincere sympathy to David & Vicki Hettinger and family on the loss of David’s father George 
Hettinger.  George passed away on November 9, 2014.  A memorial service was held November 14 in Solon, 
Ohio. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It is a privilege to offer prayers on your behalf.  Our prayer request list can become quite lengthy!  If you 

feel there is no longer a need to remain on the prayer list please contact the church office at 330.633.4931, 

thank you.  Pastoral Care Staff 
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Dear Friends, 
I really appreciate your prayers, cards, notes and messages of encouragement during my latest “medical 
adventure.”  Your support of cheerful and positive communications has been the driving force behind 
my healing.  Thank you for your warmth and compassionate expressions.     Sincerely, Ruth McNair. 
 
The Quilters thank all who bought tickets for our sale.  We collected $347.                                                                                             
Carol Law’s ticket was drawn– lucky lady! 
 
Thanks so much to the church friends who worked on my lawn on Sunday.  This was a lifesaver.  Nancy Buhl 
 
Thank you for your thoughtfulness.  Your generosity and support during this time is greatly appreciated.                                         
See you in church soon.  Love always,  Christine, Layne & Liam Sponseller. 
 
Members of the Church, 
Jim and Carolyn Mackey wish to express our deep appreciation to Dr. John Schluep and Rev. Gary Friend  for their 
prayers and the recognition of my younger sister, Ann Mackey Koch, who suddenly passed away in Virginia.                         
Jim Mackey 
 
We would like to thank all the bakers, workers and buyers  for the WF/WNI bake sale.  We made $678 which will be 
split between both groups.  Thanks so much for all your support.  Janet Davis 

  BOOKMARKS 

 

Hello to everyone, 

I cannot believe Thanksgiving is almost here.  Please take time to give thanks for all the joys in 
your life!  Everyone has something to give thanks for. 

I have a couple books to tell you about.  The first one’s title is “Holy Humor” by Cal and Rose Samra.  If you 
are giving devotions or a lecture or any public speech and you want to bring some humor into your talk, this 
is the book for you.   It will ‘kick it up a notch,’ as they say.  We all can use a good laugh. 

The second book is “Skipping Christmas” by James Patterson.  This is a delightful, heartwarming and fun 
book.  Easy read and you’ll find, skipping Christmas may not be such a good idea or as simple as it sounds.  
Don’t book your Caribbean cruise for the Christmas holidays just yet.  Read this first and you will laugh out 
loud and then it will warm your heart. 

“From your parents you learn love and laughter and how to put one foot in front of the other, but when 
books are opened, you discover you have wings.” (Helen Hayes, actress) 

Many thanks for all of you and the adventures books give us. 

God Bless,  

Jo Hostutler 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

November 23  Rev. Sarah Courtney 

November 30  Rev. Gary Friend 

December 7  Dr. John Schluep 

December 14 

 

November 23 Carl & Kathy Buser, Mark & Cathleen Clark 

November 30 Stephen Ministers 

December 7 Bev & Vic Green 

December 14 Dave & Joni Peters, Keith & Marilyn Johnson 

     Altar Flowers 

November 23  Jo Wyler, Wilma Pohly 

November 30  Phillips 

December 7 

December 14  Letzler 

November 23 Gary & Kim Fulton, Bill & Sue Neitz 

November 30 Jon & Mindy Hill, Jim & Kendall Taylor 

December 7 Roger & Sue Lyons, Al Lytle, Bob Davis 

December 14 Jane Huffman, Christie Speicher, Barbara Stutler 

USHERS 

 

October 26 

8:30 Worship   45 

10 Worship     268 
 

November 2 

8:30 Worship   55 

10 Worship  232 

November 9 

8:30 Worship 52 

10 Worship 274 

 

November 16 

8:30 Worship  49 

10 Worship   314 

Acolytes 

November 23  Nick Joyner, Jake Kanatzar 

November 30 Hannah McConihe, Derek Peters 

December 7 Zach Brown, Olivia Speicher 

December 14 Riley Williams, Max Drummond 

General Operating Fund Note:  During October, 2014, receipts of $39,976 were ($3,129) below the monthly 
budget.  Actual expenses for October were $43,631 leaving a deficit for the month of ($3,655) and a year-to-date 
deficit of ($8,697).  We remain mindful that our expenses will increase as we enter the fall and winter seasons, 
and that the need for resources to fulfill our vital ministries will be prayerfully answered.  Signing up for electron-
ic transfers remains an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the 
Church Office.  Please continue to support the SCRIP Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases 
and begin your Holiday shopping.   
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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 
 

 Sun 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 24 

 

6 pm Pageant 

Practice 

7 pm Heritage 

 

25 

7am Bagnoli  Bible 

Study 
 

 

11 am  Alzheimer's 

support group 

 
 

26 

9 am Quilters 
 

 

6:30 Chancel      
Ringers 
 

7 Writing Circle 

 

27 

HAPPY  
THANKSGIVING! 
 
Church office 
closed today. 
 

 

 

28 

 

 Church office 

closed. 

29 

“ 

 1 

6:30 pm WNI 

Christmas Party 

 

7 pm Heritage 
 

 

2  7am Bagnoli  

Bible Study 
 

12 Noon                       
Congregators- 
2:00—Sr. Advisory 
 

7:00 p.m. All God’s 
Children– Heritage 
 

3 

9 am Quilters 
 

 

 

6:30 Chancel     

Ringers 

7pm Writing Circle 

4  

2pm Golden tones 

5:00 Pageant 

Practice 

6:00 Middle 
school Fellowship 
7:00 Chancel choir 
 

5 

 

 

6 

9 Breakfast 

With Santa 

 8 
6:30 Stephen Min-
istry 
 
 
7 Yarning for 
Peace 

 

 7 p.m. Heritage 
 

9  7am Bagnoli  
Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 pm Board 
Meetings 
8:15 Executive 
Council 

10  9 am Quilters 
 

12 WF Lunch—On 

Tap Stow 

 

6:30 Chancel     
Ringers 
 
 

7pm Writing Circle 

 

11 

2pm Golden tones 

5 pm Pageant 

Practice 

6:00 Middle 
school Fellowship 
7:00 Chancel choir 
 
 

12 

Herald Deadline 
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 15 

 

7 p.m. Heritage 

 

 

16 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 

 
6:00 pm Card Mak-
ing 

17    Herald 

9 am Quilters 
 

6:30 Chancel     
Ringers 
 

 

 

18   

2pm Golden tones 
 

5pm Pageant 

Practice 

 
7:00 Chancel choir 
 

 

 

 

 

19 

12 Noon 
AARP 
 

20 

9:30 Dress 

Rehearsal for 

Pageant 

23 

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

 

 

 

 

6 pm WJHM 

7 pm Thanksgiving 

Service– Sanctuary 

 

30 

First Sunday      

Advent 

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

2nd Sunday Advent 

 

  communion 

8:10  Prayer

 Chain 

8:30 am Worship 

10:00 Worship 

9 Song & Poetry 

Class 

11:15 Sr. High 

Lunch 

6 pm WJHM 

14 

3rd Sunday Advent 

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

9 Song & Poetry 

Class 

11 Christmas     

Concert with Lunch 

 

6 Family Ministry 

caroling event 
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   Christmas Eve Special Music  

Donation Form, 2014   

 

Each Christmas Eve we are blessed to have instrumentalists assist in the evening worship service.  If you would like to make an  

honorary gift or memorial gift, please fill out this form and return it to the office NO LATER THAN December 14th.   

 

Name________________________________________________ 

 

Phone________________________________________________ 

 

Total amount enclosed    $__________________  

 

Message _____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

  Poinsettia Orders, 2014  

 

Poinsettia orders MUST BE PLACED NO LATER THAN December 14th.   Price for Poinsettias is $7.00 per plant.  You may place the 

completed form in the offering plate during the morning’s service or bring it to the Church Office and place it in Nancy Beken’ s     

Mailbox. 

 

Name______________________________________________ 

 

Phone______________________________________________ 

 

Total number of plants ________________________________ 

 

Total amount enclosed (at $7.00 per plant)   $_______________  

 

Message ___________________________________________ 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 

Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 

           Rev. Gary Friend            Interim Associate Pastor      330.633.4931 gfriend255@aol.com     
   

Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 

Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 

Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008 

Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 

   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 

   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   

Yarning for Peace  Dee West                    330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Assistant & Secretary  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Receptionist, Herald, Bulletin   bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Christian Education  wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: November 19,  2014 

___________________________________________________________________ 


